Southern Tri-Star – Senior and Open

A meeting to discuss the future of the two Southern Tri-Star tournaments was held at Otaki petanque club at the conclusion of the 2013 Senior Tri-Star tournament.

Present: Neville Frost (Southern Region), John Targett (Canterbury), Graeme Morris (Wellington), Richard Turfrey (Wellington) and John Degueldre (Bay of Plenty).

Objectives:

It was agreed that the objective of the two Tri-Star tournaments is to create opportunities for player and coach development. 
Future:

All representatives present at the meeting agreed that the tournament should continue as it has been a very successful event and has great value to the participating regions. Bay of Plenty expressed a wish to be involved in future tournaments. Some consideration needs to be given as to whether we continue with both open and senior events or just have the one “open” tournament thus reducing travel costs for players who usually compete in both. This applies mainly to players from the Southern Region.

Southern Region needs to decide if they will continue as a separate region of combine with Canterbury to form a South Island team as was done in this tournament.

2014 Onwards:

The opinion of the delegates present at the meeting was that Bay of Plenty be invited in and should Southern Region decide to continue as a separate entity from Canterbury it would be a 4 region tournament with 6 participating teams. The format would allow for the for the host “Island” to have 2 teams i.e. if Canterbury or Southern were the hosts then both Canterbury and Southern region would have a second team, when played in the North Island Wellington and Bay of Plenty will have 2 teams.
The proposal is to discontinue singles and have 5 games of triples on day one and 5 games of doubles on day 2. John Targett is to devise a draw for this format. Timed games may need to be a consideration.
It was agreed that where possible the host venue should be played at clubs/terrains that have at least 9 pistes available for play. This would allow smaller clubs who may not usually get the opportunity to host national events to put their names forward.

 Each region may have their own selection policy.

At the tournament held in Otaki, one of the Wellington Gold players took ill and had to be replaced by the Wellington Gold coach. This raised the question of replacement players. It is preferable for all teams to have a coach as this will also help the development of future coaches.

If a team does not have a coach and a player is unable to continue then the possibility of a substitute player from the host region (not already playing) needs to be considered.
Doubles and Triples combinations within regional teams ‘should’ be correctly/accurately seeded.

A region that is able to field two teams may, if they wish, field a senior and an open team or 2 open teams or 2 senior teams or a combination of both. This is to allow for each region to develop players as they see fit.

The proposal is to have just one Tri-Star tournament per year (open) and the suggested date and venue for the next Tri-Star tournament is November in Dunedin. This is when Southern are due to host the “Open” tournament.
