IMPORTANT  CHANGES  THAT  YOU  NEED  TO  BE  AWARE  OF………..

1. Petanque Federation Australia (PFA) has asked PNZ to move the TransTasman (TT) tournament to mid-March again for 2015.    As a board we have been negotiating with them regarding this date as it clearly creates some difficulties for PNZ and the timing of selection and various tournaments.    We have now agreed (somewhat reluctantly) to their date of 14/15 March 2015 in Avoca, Victoria.   (A small country town 183 km North West of Melbourne and 71 km from Ballarat).  
2. This change will affect both the selection process and the timing of the National Triples and of course regional and club triples a well as other tournaments
3. The National Triples date will be moved forward to allow selected teams to play together as in previous years.    The Triples have always been an integral part of our NZ teams preparation for the TT tournament and we do not want to repeat what happened this year when the change in the TT date occurred too late for us to shift the Triples date and consequently our team combinations did not have an opportunity to play together prior to the tournament.    National Triples 2015 will be held on 28 Feb / 1 Mar in Christchurch.
4. At the request of some of the women who regularly compete in the National Women Triples (NWT) the board agreed at our last meeting to change the date for this tournament to Waitangi weekend on a permanent basis.     This means that in NWT will be held in September 2014 and again in February 2015.   The shortened time frame is a one off and cannot be avoided if we are to make the transition to a better time of year.    As Waitangi weekend is most often a three day weekend the board also decided to hold the Open Women’s selection process in conjunction with this tournament, but unfortunately the timing of this will not now work for selection for the 2015 TT.    National Women’s Triples 2015 will be on 7/8 February in Auckland, with the possibility of a training day on 6 Feb if this is suitable to the women involved.    
5. In the interests of streamlining the selection process and the costs incurred for players, the board has made a decision to hold the selection camp for senior men and senior women in conjunction with the National Senior Doubles (NSD) and not as a separate camp.    This means that selectors and raters will attend the NSD (Herne Bay, Auckland) on the 6/7 December and will rate and observe participants play throughout the two day period.   On the Monday following (8 December) the selectees will attend a full day selection process finishing around 4.00pm.    This timing will work well for the March 2015 TT dates.    Selection camp date for senior teams is 6/7/8 December 2014 in Herne Bay, Auckland.
6. The selection process for the open men’s and women’s teams is a more complicated two year process.      The board is still working on the timing of selection, and have two main proposals
a. Holding selection camp in conjunction with the National Doubles (ND) and like the seniors have selectors and raters in attendance on the 1/2 November and have a dedicated day for selection on the Monday following the tournament (3 November).    This is our preferred option.
b. Holding a separate camp over a weekend on the 13/14 December or 17/18 January – neither of which is ideal for various reasons (e.g. youth tournament the same weekend, Christmas and holidays)
How does this affect selection and who is eligible to attend?
Senior Men & Women

· Applications will be sent out to interested parties in mid-August with a return date of the end of September.     
· IF fewer than 12 applicants apply in one or both sections, all interested parties will be invited to attend selection camp and will be notified of this on 30 September 2014.  
· IF more than 12 applicants apply 

· Applicants who played for NZ during 2014 will have automatic right to attend selection

· For the remaining places selection points will be calculated using: 2013 National Senior Doubles; 2014 Triples, Singles, Doubles and Women’s Triples for the women; applicable 2014 Regional tournaments.   Note – the only change in this process is inclusion of the 2013 Senior Doubles instead of the 2014 Senior Doubles.  While we agree it is not ideal we consider it a minor change to enable the more streamlined process to work and to accommodate the earlier TT date.

· Should a selection need to be made applicants will be notified on 5 November (after the Doubles) who is eligible to attend camp on the 6/7/8 December.      Note - We know this is a very short time frame and we would advise all applicants that in the unlikely event of selection being needed they should all make arrangements to stay on the Monday just in case. 
· Once at selection camp the points will be used for ranking payers as in past years with the only change being 2013 National Senior Doubles is included and not 2014.   Note - If you feel you have been disadvantaged by the change in tournaments you will have an opportunity to explain that to the selectors for consideration.
· TT teams will be announced on Monday 22 December 
Timetable for NZ Senior Team Selection

2014
18 August

application forms and process posted on the website

26 September

closing date for applications

30 September
applicants notified if selection of a squad is required or all applicants will proceed to selection camp

5 November

senior selection squad announced (if required)

6/7/8/ December
senior selection camp

22 December

senior teams for TT announced

2015
6 February 15

training day for women’s teams if desired

7/8 February

NZ Women’s Triples (Auckland)

28 Feb/1Mar

NZ Triples (Christchurch)

13-16 March

TransTasman (Avoca)
Open Men & Women

Option A – 3 day selection in early November – preferred option
· Applications will be sent out to interested parties in mid-August with a return date of the end of September.     

· IF fewer than 12 applicants apply in one or both sections, all interested parties will be invited to attend selection camp and will be notified of this on 30 September 2014.   

· IF more than 12 applicants apply 

· Applicants who played for NZ in 2014 will have automatic right to attend selection

· For the remaining places selection points will be calculated using:  2013 Doubles; 2014 Triples, Singles and Women’s Triples for the women; applicable 2014 Regional tournaments.   Note – the only change from previous years is the inclusion of the 2013 Doubles instead of the 2014 Doubles.  While we agree it is not ideal we consider it a minor change to enable a more streamlined and timely process to occur.

· Should a selection need to be made applicants will be notified on 8 October (after the Singles) who is eligible to attend camp on the 1/2/3 November 2014.      Note - We know this is a very short time frame and we would advise all applicants that in the unlikely event of selection being needed they should all make arrangements to stay on the Monday just in case. 

· Once at selection camp the points will be used for ranking payers as in past years with the only change being which the inclusions of 2013 Doubles instead of the 2014 Doubles.  Note - If you feel you have been disadvantaged by the change in tournaments you will have an opportunity to explain that to the selectors for consideration.
· TT teams will be announced on Monday 24 November 

Option B – 2 day selection on either 14 December 2014 or 17/18 January 2015
· Applications will be sent out to interested parties in mid-August with a return date of the end of September.  
· IF fewer than 12 applicants apply in one or both sections, all interested parties will be invited to attend selection camp and will be notified of this on 30 September 2014.   

· IF more than 12 applicants apply 

· Applicants who played for NZ during 2014 will have automatic right to attend selection

· For the remaining places selection points will be calculated using:  2014 National Triples, Singles and Doubles and Women’s Triples for the women; applicable 2014 Regional tournaments.   Note – No change to the current selection policy.
· Should a selection need to be made applicants will be notified on 5 November (after the Doubles) who is eligible to attend camp on either 13/14 December 2014 or 17/18 January 2015.      Note -We know this is a short time frame and we would advise all applicants that in the unlikely event of selection being needed they should all make tentative arrangements to attend the camp just in case. 

· Once at selection camp the points will be used for ranking payers as in past.
-
TT teams will be announced on the 22 December or 26 January   
The final decision on the open selection process will be based on feedback from potential applicants who will have until Friday 13 June to state their preference for option A or B and their preferred date if option B.   The most preferred option will become our policy for this year and will be announced on Monday 16 June 2014.

Timetables for both Open Selection Options
 13
June

submissions close on option A or B and if B which date preferred 
16 June

announcement on which option we proceed with – If B which date.
18 August

application forms and process posted on the website

26 September
closing date for applications

30 September
applicants notified if selection of a squad is required or all applicants will be proceeding to selection camp
Option A

8 October

open selection squad announced (if required) 
1/2/3 November
open selection camp 
24 November

open teams for TT announced 
Option B

5 November


open selection squad announced (if required) 
13/14 Dec or 17/18 Jan
open selection camp possible dates 


22 Dec or 26 Jan

open teams for TT announced 

6 February
training day for all women’s teams if desired
7/8 February
NZ Women’s Triples (Auckland)

28 Feb/1Mar
NZ Triples (Christchurch)

13-16 March
TransTasman (Avoca)

Stefany Frost

Director of Selection

24 May 2014
Submissions to stefany@clear.net.nz 
