“HELPFUL HINTS” for Petanque Umpires

Tips from Mike Pegg’s Umpiring Course (Australia)

Umpiring

· Be firm in your decisions, don’t entertain any argument. State the decisions and walk away.

· Be tactful – initially, it’s often better to have a word with a team-mate of the offending player, rather than the player themselves.

· Education is important role – “friendly” warnings should come before an official (written in umpire’s report) warning

· The umpire must be proactive – vital for smooth running of tournament

· Need to assess the situation carefully and clearly for rule interpretation i.e. find out what has happened, what led to dispute or issue needing resolution

Measuring

· Before measuring, you can direct the players to stand a distance way

· Find out if there are any boules remaining to be played (if not, can often remove some boules that are clearly holding or out of contention)

· Mark the positions of the jack and boules to be measured, and note positions in notebook, especially if boules have to be moved

· Place any boules moved in order to measure out of the way and mark their position; do not give them to anyone to hold.

· Always kneel on the ground, at least on one knee, for stability

· The folding umpire’s measure is the preferred measure; callipers for short distances or measuring over an obstacle. 

· Turn the folding measure on its side for longer distances, to avoid sagging or flexing and therefore inconsistent measuring.

· Never measure with a tape, except for distances over 1 metre. Assume players have already measured using a tape, and there is no reason why the umpire should be any more accurate than them with the same equipment.

Tips from Andy Gilbert’s Auckland session
· Never run to the terrain when the umpire is called for. It’s pointless for the umpire to be rattled when a calm head is called for.

· Always take one deep breath after kneeling to make a measure. It calms the pulse and steadies the hands.

· Never get involved in a heated discussion on the terrain. Remove yourself and the players from the terrain. 

· If a player is arguing, let them talk without interruption until they wind down to a halt, then say thank you and ask them to return to the game without further discussion.

· Remember that the umpire group and Petanque New Zealand will support an umpire to the hilt if they acted in good faith. Even if the umpire’s interpretation was inaccurate, their decision is final on the terrain and should be accepted by all players. Any undue or disrespectful behaviour toward an umpire will not be tolerated and will be dealt with severely.

 Final guideline while on the terrain

         Be Polite
             Be Firm
            Be Fair
           Be the boss
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